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Internationally recognized economic development expert to 
headline community discussion this afternoon 
 
Marshall is bringing economic development expert Malcolm 
“Mack” Portera to its Huntington campus today at 1 p.m. for a 
program about linking community resources with higher education 
to expand economic activity. The event will take place in Brad D. 
Smith Foundation Hall. 
 
Portera, who is chancellor emeritus of the University of Alabama 
System, is widely recognized for his achievements in economic 
development, job creation, global initiatives and academic 
partnerships. He has focused his efforts on growing new 
manufacturing investment in the U.S. Southeast and his long 
history of involvement in industrial development has contributed to the location of $15 billion of 
capital investment in that region. 
 
President Gilbert said, “Marshall is committed to being a leader in advancing our state by 
contributing to an educated workforce and assisting with economic development. I have known 
and worked with Mack Portera for many years. He has a real passion for connecting the 
resources at colleges and universities to help stimulate economic growth. It’s a relevant message 
for our state and region, and I hope policymakers and thought leaders from all our communities 
will join us for this discussion about where we want to take West Virginia’s economy.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schools of Pharmacy, Medicine hold graduation ceremonies 
 
Marshall’s School of Pharmacy and Joan C. Edwards 
School of Medicine conducted graduation ceremonies last 
week on Thursday, May 4, and Friday, May 5, 
respectively, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. 
 
In all, 65 Doctor of Pharmacy degrees 
were conferred.  Ten students will move forward with 
graduate pharmacy residency training, with the remainder 
of the class pursuing career opportunities in retail, hospital 
and research fields. 
 
Founding dean Kevin W. Yingling, R.Ph., M.D., 
delivered the commencement address.  A pharmacist and 
physician, Yingling has more than 30 years of experience 
in graduate medical and pharmacy education.   He is also 
an associate professor of medicine and pharmacology and 
a former chairman of the department of internal medicine 
at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine.  Yingling will retire from the dean position this 
summer. 
 
The Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine’s annual graduation and 
investiture included awarding of 72 Doctor of Medicine degrees, one doctoral degree in 
biomedical sciences, and recognition of the school of medicine honorary alumnus. The keynote 
speaker, Erling C. J. Norrby, M.D., Ph.D., a virologist at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, 
Sweden, former chairman of the Nobel Assembly, and Lord Chamberlain in Waiting at the Royal 
Swedish Court, was also awarded an honorary degree from Marshall University. 
 
————– 
 
Photos: Faculty and graduates of Marshall’s School of Pharmacy and Joan C. Edwrads School of 
Medicine participated in their respective commencements last week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall hosting annual West Virginia Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics conference 
 
Marshall is the 
hosting location 
for the annual 
state conference 
for the West 
Virginia 
Academy of 
Nutrition and 
Dietetics 
(WVAND), with 
events occurring 
on the 
Huntington 
campus and in the 
community. The 
pre-conference 
workshop is taking place today (Wednesday, May 10). The conference will take place Thursday, 
May 11, and Friday, May 12. 
 
The 75th Gala and Awards Banquet will take place 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday, May 11, at the Marshall 
University Visual Arts Center, according to Jessica Walden, communications and membership 
chair for WVAND. 
 
“Marshall University is honored to host the annual conference since 2017 marks 75 years that 
West Virginia has been an affiliate of the national Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics,” Walden 
said. “Past and present presidents and members of the WVAND will be in attendance with 
awards and special recognitions to be presented in the celebration. 
 
Complete details of the events are located at www.eatrightwv.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three Lewis College of Business faculty honored for teaching, 
research and service 
 
Three faculty members from the Lewis 
College of Business have been honored by the 
college’s Faculty Awards Committee for their 
teaching, research and service. 
 
Recipients of the awards receive a framed 
certificate and a monetary award in recognition 
of their achievements, according to Bob 
Simpson, interim dean of the college. 
 
“We are very honored to award three very 
deserving faculty members that are dedicated 
to their profession,” Simpson said. 
 
The winners are: 
 
• Sara Davis, instructor of marketing, who received the 2017 Robert Bruce Hayes Award in Teaching 
Excellence. 
• Nancy K. Lankton, professor of accounting, who received the 2017 Robert P. Alexander Award of 
Research Excellence. 
• Deanna Mader, professor of marketing, who received the 2017 Robert P. Alexander Award in 
Service. 
 
The Teaching Excellence Award recognizes overall excellence in teaching by a business faculty 
member. Excellence in teaching is demonstrated by pedagogy that engages students in the 
learning process, creates an environment that stimulates intellectual curiosity and facilitates 
acquisition of knowledge. 
 
Each year, the Research Award is presented to a faculty member(s) who demonstrates and 
achieves scholarly work as recognized by his or her peers. 
 
The Service Award is presented to the individual who best exhibits outstanding service to the 
Lewis College of Business and Marshall University. 
 
To learn more about the faculty in the Lewis College of Business, visit www.marshall.edu/cob. 
 
—– 
 
Photo: (Left to right): Faculty members Sara Davis, Deanna Mader and Nancy Lankton have 
been honored by the college’s Faculty Awards Committee for their teaching, service and 
research, respectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
New Class of Yeager Scholars announced 
 
Eight students have been selected for the 31st class of 
the Yeager Scholars at Marshall, including six students 
from local high schools. 
 
Named for ardent Marshall supporters John and Betty 
Sue Kinzer, the Kinzer Class of 2021 represents the 
newest members of the Society of Yeager Scholars. The 
Yeager program is a competitive, full-ride scholarship 
for students who seek demanding classes while 
receiving leadership enrichment and support outside of 
the classroom. 
 
Marshall University President Dr. Jerome Gilbert met the students during the interview process 
and said he has high expectations for each student during their time at the university. 
 
“I’m extraordinarily pleased to welcome the newest class of Yeager Scholars to the Marshall 
family,” Gilbert said. “They represent the best of the best. These students are gifted intellectually 
and have been selected for their leadership both in and outside of the classroom. I look forward 
to enjoying what they bring to our campus community.” 
 
Yeager Scholars are members of the Honors College, where they take a rigorous, 
interdisciplinary curriculum that prepares them for a summer study program in Oxford, England. 
 
“As before, the incoming class of Yeagers represents diverse talents and personalities,” said 
Honors College Dean Dr. Nicki LoCascio. “I’m excited to see them on campus this fall and 
watch them develop into leaders in this community.” 
 
 In addition 
to full 
tuition and 
a summer 
study in 
Oxford, 
Yeager 
Scholars 
are offered 
room and 
board, a 
laptop, a 
book 
allowance, 
additional 
study 
abroad 
funds, 
enhanced 
leadership 
opportunities, and personal support from alumni and the Yeager Board of Directors. 
 
Incoming freshman Erica Burns, of Hurricane High School, hopes to become an epidemiologist. 
Accepting the Yeager Scholarship allows her the opportunity to stay close to home while 
broadening her horizons, she said. 
 
“As a young Appalachian, I am thankful that there is an in-state scholarship program that offers 
such a broad, culturally enriching education opportunity,” Burns said. “Although I do not 
currently know exactly my future, using the program’s support, I can find my place and how I 
am going to contribute to the world.” 
 
Here are the students in the Kinzer Class of 2021, their hometowns, their high schools and their 
majors: 
 
• Alexis Adkins, Proctorville, Ohio; Fairland High School; Political Science 
• Jordyn Bryson, Barboursville, West Virginia; Cabell Midland High School; Mathematics 
• Erica Burns, Culloden, West Virginia; Hurricane High School; Biology and Statistics 
• Scott Davis, Ranger, West Virginia; Lincoln County High School; Environmental Science 
• Bouthiana Fathallah, Charleston, West Virginia; George Washington High School; Biology 
– Pre-med 
• Lily Jurskis, Jupiter, Florida; Oxbridge Academy in West Palm Beach, Florida; English 
Literature 
• Grace Reed, Santa Cruz, Bolivia; Santa Cruz Christian Learning Center; International 
Affairs 
• Olivia Rogers, Huntington, West Virginia; Huntington High School; Engineering and 
Spanish 
 
For more information on the Society of Yeager Scholars, please visit www.marshall.edu/yeager. 
 
————— 
 
Photo: (Above) The latest class of the Society of Yeager Scholars has been named for longtime 
Marshall supporters John and Betty Sue Kinzer. (Below) Eight students have been named to the 
Kinzer Class of 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
Nurse Practitioner Annette Gaskins joins Marshall Dermatology 
 
Annette Gaskins, APRN, FNP-BC, recently 
joined Marshall Health’s team of providers at 
Marshall Dermatology. 
 
Gaskins has a Master of Science in Nursing 
from Wheeling Jesuit University and five years 
of experience as a family nurse practitioner. 
She has practiced in a variety of family practice 
settings, including Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
the Huntington VA Medical Center and Family 
Care Health Center. 
 
In addition to her role as a health care provider, 
Gaskins also trains nursing students as an 
assistant professor of nursing at the University of Charleston. She is board certified through the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center. She is a member of the Dermatology Nurses 
Association, the American Association of Nurse Practitioners and the American Legion 
Auxiliary. 
 
Gaskins sees patients of all ages for a variety of skin conditions, including acne, bumps and 
growths, dry/itchy skin, skin cancer screenings, cysts, warts, rashes and more. She is currently 
accepting new patients at Marshall Dermatology with Charles Yarbrough, M.D., at 1934 11th 
Avenue, Huntington. For appointments, call 304-529-0900. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gravano wins physical therapy association’s Lucy Blair Service 
Award 
 
Dr. Tamara Gravano of the College of Health 
Professions has received the Lucy Blair Service 
Award presented by the American Physical Therapy 
Association (APTA). 
 
Gravano, an associate professor in the School of 
Physical Therapy, will be honored at a ceremony in 
June. She said she feels humbled and honored to be 
recognized for her devotion to the profession. 
 
“I try to serve as a role model to my students in the 
School of Physical Therapy,” Gravano said. “I 
believe that service to the profession is our duty as 
health care professionals, and that if students are exposed to a culture of professional service, it 
becomes a natural expectation for their own careers.” 
 
Currently, Gravano serves on a number of committees for the APTA at the national level. She is 
on the board of directors for the Academy of Geriatric Physical Therapy, on the board of the 
American Board of Physical Therapy Residency and Fellowship Education, and she also serves 
at the state level on the education committee for the West Virginia Physical Therapy 
Association. In addition to her service, Gravano has taught various continuing education courses 
across the country on the topic of geriatric physical therapy, including the Certified Exercise 
Expert for Aging Adults course series. In addition, she has presented nationally and locally on 
residency education and specialization. 
 
According to the APTA, the Lucy Blair Service Award honors physical therapist members or 
physical therapist life members whose contributions to APTA are of exceptional quality. 
Qualifying contributions can pertain to association components, through work on appointed or 
elected positions, and/or in other capacities at the association and component levels. 
 
To learn more about the APTA’s Lucy Blair Service award, visit 
http://www.apta.org/HonorsAwards/Awards/BlairService/. For more information about the 
School of Physical Therapy at Marshall University, visit www.marshall.edu/physical-therapy. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall health sciences receives $10K for diabetes and obesity 
research 
 
Dr. Holly Cyphert (left) of the College of Health 
Professions has received a $10,000 grant from the 
West Virginia IDeA Network of Biomedical 
Research Excellence (WV-INBRE) Chronic 
Disease Research Program toward her research of 
evaluating the role of bile acids in diabetes and 
obesity. 
 
Cyphert, a faculty member in the college’s 
Department of Health Sciences, said she will be 
using patient samples to understand the 
distribution and concentration of bile acids and 
how they relate to BMI and other indicators of 
cardio-metabolic health. 
 
“In regard to bile acids, I have found multiple targets in multiple tissues, such as the liver and 
pancreas, that could aid in the reversal of diabetes,” Cyphert said. “My Ph.D. work focused on 
how FGF21 was enhanced with bile acid administration. Here at Marshall, I have data to support 
the notion that bile acids target insulin signaling in the pancreas.” 
 
Marshall students will have the opportunity to be involved in this research project, and Cyphert 
said she hopes through their work they will enhance their ability to perform research 
independently. 
 
“I will have 2-3 students involved in this project. Some are involved in the blood donation from 
the study subjects, while others are involved in the analysis of mass spectrometry data,” Cyphert 
said. “I hope my students will learn the scientific method and new techniques by assisting me 
with this project. Many students have a preconceived notion as to what research is (or is not). I 
hope to elaborate on their scientific curiosity and strengthen their ability to perform research on 
their own.” 
 
Cyphert said she has always been interested in diabetes and obesity research, especially growing 
up in the state that was once deemed the fattest in the nation. 
 
“Growing up in West Virginia, I have witnessed firsthand the devastation of the disease and have 
been aiming toward making an impact in the community through the discovery of new 
therapeutic techniques.” 
 
To learn more about Cyphert’s diabetes and obesity research, contact her at 
damron40@marshall.edu. For more information about faculty research in the Department of 
Health Sciences, visit www.marshall.edu/health-sciences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President Gilbert, students stroll area neighborhood during 
special ‘Walks with the Mayor’ 
 
Marshall University President Jerome A. Gilbert, 
members of the university’s administration and students 
joined Huntington Mayor Steve Williams on blocks 
surrounding the Huntington campus for a special 
Marshall “Walks with the Mayor” May 3. 
 
The walk near dusk came after a university survey 
revealed students felt less safe walking at night than in 
their residence halls. 
 
The group, including Matt Jarvis, who serves as 
Marshall’s student body president, members of the 
university’s senior leadership and Marshall Police Chief 
Jim Terry, began at the campus edge at Hal Greer Blvd. 
and Fourth Ave., and continued up to 13th St. to Sixth 
Ave. and back to campus. 
 
The area covered is one in which students frequently 
can be seen walking to and from downtown classes, area 
businesses, and off-campus housing. 
 
This was Gilbert’s third walk with the mayor and the president said he is always excited to 
participate in efforts to improve Huntington and Marshall University. 
 
“Seeing firsthand the surrounding neighborhoods will help us 
understand any issues we might be able to address together with the 
city,” Gilbert said. 
 
Williams said the “Walks with the Mayor” series has proven to be a 
great way to get outside with residents and see their concerns at the 
source. 
 
“Marshall University is a vital part of Huntington,” Williams said. “I 
want all Marshall students to know that I’m willing to walk the extra 
mile to hear and see how their neighborhood can be improved.” 
 
“I am proud that Marshall University is part of America’s Best Community,” Gilbert said. 
“Marshall stands ready to consider ideas to revitalize our community.” 
 
In March, Huntington won $3 million and the title of America’s Best Community in a 
nationwide economic revitalization competition. With the win, Huntington has plans to produce 
hip hubs for advance manufacturing, innovative makerspaces and entrepreneurial incubators, 
healthcare businesses and green community improvements. 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Medicine explores health care partnership with 
governments of Saint Martin 
 
An innovative 
partnership 
designed to 
deliver state-of-
the-art specialty 
health care via 
telemedicine has 
been formed 
between the 
Marshall 
University Joan 
C. Edwards 
School of 
Medicine and representatives of St. Martin/Sint Maarten, a Caribbean island composed of two 
separate countries, French and Dutch. 
 
The meetings, which were held over a three-day period ending May 3, culminated in an 
agreement to explore several areas of health care delivery and education. 
 
“We are very excited by these discussions with the St. Martin/Sint Maarten delegation, which 
were initiated by Dr. Mark and Ms. Monica Hatfield, alumni of Marshall who spend time each 
year on the island,” said Joseph I. Shapiro, M.D., dean of the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine. “In many ways, the situation on this island parallels our own in West Virginia in that 
their base population suffers from health care disparities.” 
 
The island’s resident population is approximately 100,000, although tourism, largely from the 
United States and Europe, increases these numbers tremendously. 
 
Shapiro went on to say that the school of medicine is interested in providing care both to tourists 
who require health care interventions during their vacations as well as the native citizens. 
 
“We see this as a way to increase our visibility and relevance within our own country as well as 
provide humanitarian aid to an underserved population,” Shapiro said. 
 
In addition to telemedicine options, areas of potential collaboration include an enhanced health 
information technology system, research into disease systems native to the region, public health 
initiatives like disease prevention and healthful lifestyles, and continuing medical education. 
 
“I applaud Dr. Shapiro and his team for considering potential global opportunities for Marshall,” 
said Jerome A. Gilbert, Ph.D., president of Marshall University. “In today’s complex world, we 
must be bold and intentional in our efforts.  While this is a preliminary step for us, I’m eager for 
this partnership to develop.” 
 
The two representatives visiting Marshall were Louis Jeffry, M.D., a French physician and native 
of Sint Maarten and Wendy Elie, an administrator. Both Jeffry and Elie work with the 
Observatoire St. Martin/Sint Maarten, the organization charged with linking the two 
governments’ health care systems. 
 
————- 
 
Photo:  Representatives from the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, 
Cabell Huntington Hospital and the Observatoire St. Martin/Sint Maarten met this week at the 
School of Medicine for discussions regarding a health care partnership.  Left to right:  Beth 
Hammers, Executive Director, Marshall Health; Kevin Fowler, President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Cabell Huntington Hospital; Jerome Gilbert, Ph.D., President, Marshall University; 
Louis Jeffry, M.D., Observatoire St. Martin/Sint Maarten; Ali Oliashirazi, M.D., Marshall 
Orthopaedics; Joseph Shapiro, M.D., Dean, School of Medicine; Wendy Elie, Observatoire St. 
Martin/Sint Maarten; Juan Sanabria, M.D., Marshall Surgery; and Michael McCarthy, Chief 
Information Officer, Marshall Health. 
 
 
 
 
 
Hollis, WMUL win regional Edward R. Murrow Award 
 
Marshall journalism professor Dan Hollis and 
WMUL-FM, Marshall’s public radio station, 
were honored with a regional Edward R. 
Murrow Award April 25 by the Radio 
Television Digital News Association. 
 
Hollis and WMUL-FM won in the 
“Excellence in Sound” category for small 
markets in region 8. The category was open 
to radio stations in Kentucky, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee and West 
Virginia. 
 
The piece that won was a radio story, “Fast Friends,” about the drivers who compete at the Ona 
Speedway in Ona, West Virginia. The story aired on the 5 p.m. edition of Newscenter 88. 
 
“Anyone who knows me, knows how much of an honor I consider this,” Hollis said. “I truly love 
telling stories with great natural sound, and this story definitely had that. I tried to create a piece 
that gave the audience a sense of the overwhelming sound engulfing the track.” 
 
Hollis is a professor of broadcast journalism in the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications and the 2012 West Virginia Professor of the Year as presented by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the Council for Advancement and Support of 
Education. His creative work can be seen on youtube.com/danhollisvideo. 
 
“We are continually pleased with the recognition Professor Hollis and WMUL-FM bring to the 
school,” said Janet Dooley, director of the School of Journalism and Mass Communications. “He 
and our students at the campus radio station can always be counted on to create the highest 
quality broadcast products.” 
 
As a regional winner, Hollis and WMUL-FM proceed to the national round with the 12 other 
regional winners. National winners will be announced in June. 
 
The Radio Television Digital News Association has been honoring outstanding achievements in 
electronic journalism with the Edward R. Murrow Awards since 1971. Award recipients 
demonstrate the spirit of excellence that Murrow set as a standard for the profession of electronic 
journalism, according to the RTNDA. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall Pharmacy offers Saturday hours 
 
Marshall Pharmacy now offers 
Saturday hours at its Marshall 
University Medical Center location 
at 1600 Medical Center Drive, 
Huntington. 
 
The pharmacy is now open 
weekdays (Monday-Friday) from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The new hours 
accommodate patients in need of 
new prescriptions or refills over the weekend, as well as those visiting Marshall Family 
Medicine’s Saturday walk-in clinic at the medical center. Designated parking spots are available 
just outside the pharmacy for convenient pickup and drop-off. 
 
Marshall Health opened its first community pharmacy in 2014 in partnership with the Marshall 
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, the Marshall University School of Pharmacy 
and Cabell Huntington Hospital. It now houses two retail pharmacies in the medical center and 
Erma Ora Byrd Clinical Center. In addition to convenient retail pharmacy services, Marshall 
Pharmacy also offers medications by mail, online prescription refills and individual consultations 
with pharmacists. 
 
For more information or to talk with a pharmacist, contact Marshall Pharmacy at 304-691-6879 
(MURx) or go to www.marshallhealth.org/pharmacy. 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed May 17, 2017. Please send items 
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, May 15. 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/May 10-2017. 
 
 
